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threatened their rear. The march south could now begin.
The route to be cleared ran diagonally through Asia Minor
to the Taurus mountains, the passes over which gave access
to Cilicia; thence it turned directly south to Syria with
Antioch as the first main objective. The Sultan of Rum,
Kilij Arslan, seeking to avenge his loss of Nicaea, made a
determined attack on them near Dorylaeum on July 1, but
he was decisively defeated. Henceforward they had nothing
to fear from the Moslems in Asia Minor, but the heat of the
summer, the lack of provisions, and especially the shortage
of water exacted a heavy toll of men and horses, and their
ranks were much depleted by the time they reached the
mountain passes. Here conditions were much more favour-
able. When the Seljuks conquered Armenia, a number of its
inhabitants had withdrawn to the Taurus mountains and
established a small principality in Cilicia, known as Lesser
Armenia. They welcomed the crusaders, who received
supplies from them and in return expelled the Turkish
garrisons. At this point the selfish ambition of the leaders
began to display itself. Baldwin, brother of Godfrey of
Bouillon, and Tancred, Bohemond's nephew, were rivals for the
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army was successful, and he extended his conquests beyond
the Euphrates to Edessa ; with it as his capital he founded
the first Latin State in the East — the county of Edessa.
The capture ^he rest of t^e crusa(jers marched on to Antioch, which
was reached in October 1097. Yet it was not until the
following July that the city was at last surrendered to them.
Dearth of provisions enfeebled the besieging army until rein-
forcements arrived from Europe in the spring ; through
lack of siege engines it could not attempt a direct assault ;
the division of command weakened its effectiveness, and it
was further embarrassed by Moslem forces coming to the
relief of the city. Bohemond had proved himself to be
the most effective of the leaders, and it was he who by the
treachery of a defender was able to make the first breach on
June 3, 1098. But two days later the besiegers were in deadly
peril, Karbogha, emir of Mosul, arrived with a force far out-
numbering theirs, and they were themselves besieged. In
their danger they sunk their differences and gave to Bohe-
mond the supreme command. On June 28 he won a decisive

